Be the Solution to Water Pollution
Charles County is surrounded by water—from the 300 miles of shorelines along the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers to neighborhood lakes and ponds to residential and public pools. Practicing good watershed stewardship protects water quality and reduces the potential for water pollution. Charles County Government provides services and educational opportunities for you to learn more about preventing water pollution. 
We can all do our part to help stop water pollution. One way to practice watershed stewardship is to participate in the county’s Household Hazardous Waste collections, which are held the first Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Facilities Building (10430 Audie Lane, La Plata). This service safely disposes of items that would be harmful to the environment. To learn more, visit www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/HHW.
You can help improve Charles County’s waterways by participating in a watershed cleanup this spring. Volunteer opportunities range from collecting litter to leading and organizing a cleanup site. Community and adopt-a-road groups are encouraged to participate at a site or establish their own site. This is an excellent opportunity for students and scouts to earn community service hours. Learn more at www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/pw/litter/watershed-cleanups. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the spring months approach, you may begin gathering lawn treatments, such as fertilizer or pesticides. Remember that over-applying fertilizer is not beneficial for plants, nor the environment. Consider getting your soil tested every three years to determine what fertilizer and how much is needed. The University of Maryland Extension Charles County can give you soil and gardening tips. Visit https://extension.umd.edu/charles-county/home-gardening/hgic-home-garden-information-center to learn more. 
Instead of using pesticides, consider using preventive measures to avoid insects. Use native plants that are resistant to pests and diseases in your landscape. Consider removing weeds and insects by hand, using protective tubes or sleeves around young vegetables or flowers, and wash pests away with water. 
If you do not have a yard to upkeep, you may have a pet. Pet waste can be a health risk to people and animals. The bacteria in pet waste is often washed down storm drains polluting waterways. Some ways to dispose of pet waste properly include picking up your pet’s waste with plastic bags and disposing in the trash or flushing it in the toilet. Pet waste management results in cleaner neighborhoods, improved aesthetics, and better water quality. Watch a short video with Max the Dog on this at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct3Ncd401Ng. 
You can also fight water pollution while keeping your car clean and in working order. When washing your car at home, consider washing it on pervious surfaces where the water can infiltrate into the ground. Car leaks can contaminate stormwater runoff. Consider using a drip pan and checking for leaks. For more tips, visit www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/pgm/planning/proper-car-care-and-washing. 
To learn more about county watershed programs, visit www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/pgm/planning/watershed/watershed-restoration-protection. We thank you in advance for doing your part to keep our community safe and clean. 
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