County Commissioners of Charles County
PROCLAMATION 2026-15
National Agriculture Day

WHERFEAS, National Agriculture Day was created in 1973 to recognize and celebrate America’s agriculture industry and to
increase public awareness of agriculture’s vital role in society; and

WHEREAS, National Agriculture Day theme “Agriculture: Together We Grow: Celebrating 250 Years of Progress m
Agriculture” focuses on celebrating the 250-year progress of agriculture in the United States and highlights the collaborative,
inmovative, and essential role of farmers and indusiry stakeholders in providing sale and abundant food; and

WHEREAS, Charles County is home to 382 working farms and more than 46,000 acres of farmland that enrich residents with
the production of fresh and local food and the preservation of natural resources; and

WHEREAS, agriculture alone provides approximately two million dollars in tax revenue along with more than 1,000 jobs to
Charles County; and

WHEREAS, the Charles County Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory Board was appointed in 1978 (o advise on county
priorities for agriculiural preservation to protect this valuable industry and the productive land necessary to susiain it; and

WHEREAS, the Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission is a visionsary and guiding lorce for agriculture; aids
new and transitioning farmers i Maryland to be prosperous, viable, and sustainable; and is a source for [arm mnovation m
Southerm Maryland; and

WHEREAS, the Charles County Farm Bureau is recognized as the leading voice ol the County’s farmers and supports the
development of sensible agriculture policy; and is a strong advocate [or sale, environmentally respounsible and economically sound
[ood and liber production; and

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND, do hereby
proclaim March 24, 2026, as National Agriculture Day in Charles County and encourage all residents to join in acknowledging
and honoring farmers and the agriculture industry for the role they have in ensuring that our County’s farming heritage and
culture continues. '
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