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of jenes le Ving benind great h discarded oyster shells at Po pes Creek Par of

Pupzs Droacdiar L on = = (NIS pre 1t shell heap was rl scovered r1ght wher yO ou are standmg and if you look
= (engraving _ carefullyan occasronal remnant might still be found.

~ Through the years canoes, sailing vessels and eventually steamboats brought people,
mail, farm products and life’s other necessities to and from Popes Creek. Hogsheads of
— 3 tobacco from colonial plantations were rolled down to nearby river landings for transport
L (S i to England upon ocean-going sailing ships. Ferries connected Popes Creek to other
g - . locations on the Potomac, and fishing boats of all descriptions harvested crabs, fish,
and oysters by the millions. Rampant poaching led to the violent and sometimes deadly
“Oyster Wars” (1865-1959) fought between competing watermen and the Maryland
Oyster Police. By the mid-1900s oyster populations were decimated due to overhar-
vesting and disease, all but ending a centuries old way of life on the Potomac River.
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e - During the Civil War rebel sympathizers from Popes Creek secretly carried Confederate
— G T * communications-across the Potomac, and at the war’s end John Wilkes Booth escaped
——— i SAFRSGKY R U MY - from Popes Creek to V1rg1 ia after-assassinating Abraham Lincoln. In-1873 the Baltimore
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= —:.__&_Potomaufarlroad teached: Pepes Creek, opening the once remote Southern Maryland
[ — emnsua to the world. The dark nights in rural Southern Maryland became illuminated

~for or the first tiriie when the Popes Creek power plant was completed in 1938. Shortly

gt L Tl 'ff_f?j i-_l ereaﬁe—r;Popes Creek became the staging area for construction of the Harry W. Nice
g e = — S Tonglng ?6?”%‘5( 1910 " riglget(Rt 301), the only Potomac River crossing south of Washington, DC. After World

_aT’_ﬂjobsolete Navy warships were scrapped at the Popes Creek wharf by the Potomac
Sh1pwreck1ng Company, and slot machine gamblers flocked to waterside restaurants to
“try their luck while relishing the famous Southern Maryland seafood.
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~ The long-ago events that framed the character of this sleepy hamlet on the Potomac are
now only distant memories. But if you pause for a moment, close your eyes, and carefully
listen, echoes of the past can still be heard.

' A strmg of crabs:at the

I l Eoges Creek Waterfront




