
3/26/2025

Subject: Opposition to Land Donation to the Official Piscataway Conoy Tribe

To Whom It May Concern,

As ✓ an enrolled member of the Piscataway Conoy Tribe _eligible-to-be-
enrolled, spouse of an enrolled member, Charles County Resident, I am
strongly writing IN OPPOSITION to the proposed donation ofthe former Nike Site to the Official
Piscataway Conoy Tribe. While I support responsible and meaningful land repatriation, I cannot
support this donation due to the lack of transparency in the recipient organization's operations, the
misrepresentation of tribal leadership in this process, and serious environmental concerns
surrounding the property.

Concerns Regarding the Recipient Organization and Mr. Francis Gray:
It is important to emphasis that the Official Piscataway Conoy Tribe is NOT the State-Recognized
Piscataway Conoy Tribe nor people. Despite its misleading name, this nonprofit organization does
not represent the broader tribal community, nor does it operate with its support.

Francis Gray is NOT the current leader of the Piscataway Conoy Tribe. Mr. Gray's term as a tribal
councilmember ended, and he was voted out by the community. Despite this, he continues to
present himself as the rightful leader, blurring the lines between the state-recognized tribe and his
nonprofit organization. His continued claims to leadership are illegitimate, and his actions in
seeking this land donation serve only to strengthen his personal politics against rather than to
benefit the community. Additionally, Mr. Gray's fellow former council members, all of whom were
also voted out of their positions and reached term limits, have largely disappeared from tribal
affairs; this raises concerns about whether they voluntarily distanced themselves or if Mr. Gray has
unilaterally assumed control without rightful authority. His continued attempts to seek recognition
and resources under false tribal pretenses only serve to divide the tribal community and the proper
leadership of Chief Jesse James Swann Jr.

Adding to this concern is the lack of transparency regarding the organizations/individual's use of
funding. Mr. Gray and his organization have already been granted funds for a cultural museum,
community center, and other alike projects, yet no deliverables or updates have been made known
to the tribal community. As this organization/individual continues to gain resources for the tribe
but is nowhere to be found doing work in the community, speculations have grown that this
organization/individual is seeking to exploit their respective community, the State-Recognized
Piscataway Conoy Tribe. If public funds have already been allocated without any accountability
to the communities they are to support, why should more resources-especially land-be granted
without a clear plan?
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