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CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND
DEPT. OF RECREATION, PARKS, & TOURISM

DESIGN CONSULTANTS 
 - LA PLATA FARM PARK
 - POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK

DESIGN CONSULTANTS 
 - WALDORF PARK
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COUNTY WIDE PARK PLANNING PROCESS

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK

BREAK OUT ROOMS 

RECONVENE - Q&A 

SITE SPECIFIC PARK MASTER PLANNING

LA PLATA FARM PARK

WALDORF PARK
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WALDORF 
PARK

POPES CREEK 
WATERFRONT PARK

WALDORF PARK

LA PLATA 
FARM PARK
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COUNTY-WIDE 
PARK 
PLANNING

52

GIS Mapping 
of Locations

LAND PRESERVATION PARK AND RECREATION PLAN 
VISION STATEMENT:

CHARLES COUNTY IS A PLACE WHERE ALL PEOPLE THRIVE, AND 
BUSINESSES GROW AND PROSPER; WHERE THE PRESERVATION 
OF OUR HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT IS PARAMOUNT; WHERE 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ITS CITIZENS ARE PROVIDED AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL OF EXCELLENCE; AND WHERE THE QUALITY OF 
LIFE IS THE BEST IN THE NATION.

•	 PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

•	 ACTIVE AND PASSIVE USES, LINEAR NETWORKS

•	 GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

•	 DIVERSITY OF AMENITIES / PROGRAMS 

•	 ATTENTIVE TO A SPECTRUM OF USERS AND 
     THEIR PREFERENCES

•	 COUNTY IDENTITY AND VALUES; 
     RESPONDS TO NEEDS AND PRIORITIES
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PARK MASTER 
PLANNING 
PROCESS
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FINAL 

MASTER PLAN

KICK OFF MEETING

INITIAL CONCEPTS

COMMUNITY 

WORKSHOPS

COMMUNITY MEETING

DRAFT MASTER PLAN

PARK MASTER 
PLANNING 
PROCESS
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ECONOMICENVIRONMENT

RECREATION

SOCIAL & 
CULTURAL

•	 UNDERSTANDING OF PROJECT SITE

•	 ASSESS COMMUNITY VALUES, NEEDS, AND
     PRIORITIES

•	 ESTABLISH A VISION & THEME FOR EACH PARK

•	 DEFINE A SET OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES THAT 
     BECOMES A ROAD MAP FOR CONCEPT DESIGN

PARK MASTER
PLANNING
PROCESS
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QUALITIES OF 
GREAT PARKS •	 SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL USERS

      

•	 POSITIVE, ENGAGING, AND MEMORABLE

     EXPERIENCES

      

•	 FLEXIBLE AND ADAPTABLE

•	 ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGE GROUPS       

•	 RELEVANT TO THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE

•	 MAINTAINABLE AND CARED FOR
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WALDORF 
PARK

POPES CREEK 
WATERFRONT PARK

WALDORF PARK

LA PLATA 
FARM PARK
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WALDORF 
PARK

LA PLATA 
FARM PARK
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DESIGN
THEMES

DISCOVERY

	       DEMONSTRATION &

      LEARN-TO EVENTS

AGRICULTURAL 

HERITAGE

COMMUNITY 

FRONT PORCH

LA PLATA FARM PARK - DESIGN THEMES
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•	 A BALANCE OF ACTIVE & PASSIVE RECREATION

•	 EMPHASIS ON PROGRAMMED ACTIVITIES

•	 INTEGRATE OPTIONS FOR REVENUE GENERATING
     ACTIVITIES

•	 SOCIAL CONNECTIONS WITH GARDENING & FARM
     BASED ORGANIZATIONS

•	 PHYSICAL CONNECTIONS TO WILLS MEMORIAL
     PARK
         

LA PLATA FARM PARK - TASK FORCE IDEAS



RENOVATED BARN + EDUCATION CENTER

MEADOW + APIARY

RAISED GARDEN BEDSEVENT LAWN

GREENHOUSE + CULINARY GARDEN COMMUNITY TABLES

LA PLATA FARM PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



PICNC GROVE TRAILS LABYRINTH

PAVILIONDOG PARKSUNFLOWER FIELDS	

LA PLATA FARM PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



DESTINATION PLAYGROUND HOLIDAY LIGHT DISPLAY FARM THEMED SPLASH PAD

MEADOW MOUNDS + TRAILS BIKE PUMP TRACKSKATE SPOT

LA PLATA FARM PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



LA PLATA FARM PARK - CONCEPT PLAN



LA PLATA FARM PARK - GARDENS + EDUCATION CENTER



LA PLATA FARM PARK - GARDENS + GREENHOUSE



LA PLATA FARM PARK - DESTINATION PLAY



LA PLATA FARM PARK - EVENT LAWN



LA PLATA FARM PARK - ACTIVE RECREATION
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WALDORF 
PARK

WALDORF PARK
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DESIGN
THEMES

ENVIRONMENTAL

PRESERVATION

ACTIVE 

RECREATION

FAMILY 

FRIENDLY

WALDORF PARK - DESIGN THEMES
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•	 HUB FOR ORGANIZED SPORTS AND SUPPORTING
     USES

•	 FAMILY ORIENTED INCLUDING RECREATION
     OPTIONS FOR VISITORS NOT PARTICIPATING IN
     SPORTS

•	 PASSIVE RECREATION THAT COMPLEMENT
     NATURAL RESOURCES
           

WALDORF PARK -TASK FORCE IDEAS



WALDORF PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES    



WALDORF PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES    



WALDORF PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES    



WALDORF PARK  -  CONCEPT PLAN 



WALDORF PARK  -   ENLARGEMENT ‘A’ 



WALDORF PARK  -   ENLARGEMENT ‘B’ 
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WALDORF 
PARK

POPES CREEK 
WATERFRONT PARK
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DESIGN
THEMES

AQUATIC 

RECREATION

TIDAL 

ECOSYSTEMS &

EDUCATION

CELEBRATION 

PARK

ADVENTURE 

IN NATURE

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - DESIGN THEMES
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•	 WATERFRONT SHOULD BE THE GEM OF 
     THE PARK

•	 PRIMARY FOCUS = 
    ACTIVE WATER BASED RECREATION

•	 SECONDARY FOCUS = 
    NATURE BASED PLAY & PROGRAMMING
 

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - TASK FORCE IDEAS



ACCESSIBLE FLOATING KAYAK LAUNCH

AMPHITHEATER SEATING

PLAZA WITH SEATING

TREE HOUSE + DECK + STAGE CANOPY WALK MAXIMIZED BEACH

SHORELINE HABITAT + RESTORATION

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



BOARDWALK TRAIL BOARDWALK TRAIL WITH RAILING NATURE  TRAIL

WILDERNESS CLASSROOM OBSERVATION TOWER DESTINATION PLAYGROUND

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



EVENT LAWN + STAGE SOLAR MEADOW PRIMITIVE CAMPSITES

CAMPGROUND BATHHOUSE FIRE PIT ROPES COURSE

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - PRECEDENT IMAGES



ROPES 

COURSE

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - CONCEPT PLAN



ROPES 

COURSE

POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - CONCEPT PLAN



POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - NATURE PLAY



GILLIGAN’S PIER - CONCEPT PLAN



POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - CANOPY WALK 



POPES CREEK WATERFRONT PARK - GILLIGAN’S PIER 
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DISPLAY STATIONS

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

Q&A



CHARLES COUNTY RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM 
PARK MASTER PLANNING - PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 53

NEXT STEPS

ASSESS PUBLIC INPUT

      - POLLING PREFERENCES

      - ONLINE SURVEY

MASTER PLAN REPORT COMPLETE - MAY 2023

      - FINAL CONCEPT PLAN

      - PHASING PLAN

      - COST ESTIMATE

COUNTY TO PRIORITIZE IMPLEMENTATION AND 

SECURE FUNDING FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION




